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Takako Higashihata (1984, Osaka) studied sculpture at Kyoto City University of the Arts from 2004 to 2008 and in 2011 completed a second art degree at the Gerrit Rietveld Academie in Amsterdam. During her education in Amsterdam she has exhibited in ‘Gold‑rimmed: Form and Image’ at De Nederlandsche Bank in 2008 and ‘Form and Image’ at the Ministerie van Financiën in The Hague in 2009. She has also shown work in Kyoto and  in 2010 participated in a month long residency Pottery Workshop Education Centre, in Jingdezhen, China. Moon, River  is her first solo exhibition in The Netherlands. 

Higashihata’s work is eclectic and intelligent. In the past few years she has made small ‘collections’ of her own work, including her semi-abstract/-figurative pieces in the ‘rabbit’ series. Here, the haptic quality of the process of sculpting is very evident in the large thumbprints on the surface of each glazed work. There is no place for typical Japanese asinine cuteness within these thoughtful china objects. She has also used film projections to enhance the narrative potential of her work. Images of swelling waves and a deep, unnamed river add another layer to her still almost majestic pots. The artist says; ‘what is essential with my ceramic works is the relationship between ceramic (or clay) and its surrounding - It can be a metaphor of our daily life, how are we related to the time, space and each other’. 

For this current show Higashihata has created an installation which consists of ready-made ceramics and her own pieces placed on a plastic lace crochet-effect tablecloth. Transparent threads ‘weave’ in and out of the objects. The artists says ‘My work is about repetition and change. Everyday life is about repetition but every day is also different. The threads are weaving the days’. This understanding of time is also alluded to in the title of the show. Higashihata explains that as a child she used to gaze at the moon, whose appearance changes daily and yet the moon itself remains constant. ‘The installation is about time’, she reveals, so she has hand-formed three moon-inspired dishes which she thinks of as an ‘in-between shape’ and these hang alongside other wall pieces. Her conceptual approach is also evident in the photo-frame works. Photocopied images of the river, (another example of repetition), ‘sneak into the frame’ and fall out the bottom, forming a three dimensional sculpture, where the image exceeds the boundaries of the conventional border and turns into a paper river. In the past, Higashihata has combined the abstract beauty of torn wallpaper alongside transfer print tiles carefully placed above found photographs inside empty picture frames. These poignant, thoughtful pieces are persuasive in encouraging us to reflect on the passing of time and the ways in which we document memory. As the artist says ‘There are three time lines, me and you and eternity. First two are ever-changing, while these on-going changing moments are essential and are part of eternity. Like bubbles in the river, and like all the other details, they run together with water towards a certain direction, like in the song of Moon River. The river is meaning, is eternity and the repetition of the moment.’ 
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